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Venue:

Gangadhar Meher University, Amruta Vihar, Sambalpur, Odisha
The 54th Annual Conference of the Orissa Economics Association (OEA) will be held on
hybrid mode at the Gangadhar Meher University, Sambalpur, Odisha during February 12-13,
2022. The OEA invites full-length research papers for the conference on the following two
broad themes: (1) COVID-19, Indian Economy & Economic Recovery; and (2) Innovation
Systems & Inclusive Development. Authors are invited to submit their papers addressing any
of the suggested/indicative sub-themes or thereabouts.

Theme I: COVID-19, Indian Economy & Economic Recovery
The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted the Indian economy, society and the environment in
different ways, many of which are beyond our imaginations. The International Monetary Fund
has estimated 3.3 per cent contraction of the world GDP. The advanced economies are set to
contract at a higher rate (4.7 %) than the emerging economies and developing economies
(2.2%). As per the provisional estimates of CSO, India’s GDP contracted by 7.3 per cent during
2020-21. The Economic Survey of India estimates nominal GDP growth of 15.4 per cent and
real GDP growth of 11 per cent in 2021-22. The first quarter of 2021-22 has recorded 20.1 per
cent growth. As per the CMIE data the unemployment rate in India as on October 7, 2021 was
6.7 per cent. The unemployment rate in urban India was 8.1 per cent and that of rural India
was 6.1 per cent. During the first phase of lockdown, the unemployment rate had reached a
record high of 23.6 per cent. During the second phase of lockdown the highest unemployment
(12.0 %) was recorded on June 30, 2021. The CMIE reports that in spite of the growth recovery
the employment rate is not repaired to its pre-COVID levels. The employment rate was 39.2
per cent in the quarter ended in March 2020. It fell to 31.5 per cent during the quarter of June
2020 and recovered in the famous V-formation in the next quarter July-September 2020 to 37.7
per cent. Then, it stalled at that level, unable to complete its recovery. It had remained around
that level till the second COVID-wave hit India in April 2021. The State of Working India 2021
report prepared by the Azim Premji University points out that around 100 million workers lost
their jobs during April-May 2020. However, most of the people were back to job by June 2020.
By the end of 2020, around 15 million workers were out of job. Due to the fall in employment
and wage rates the labour share of GDP fell from 32.5 per cent in the second quarter of 201920 to 27.0 per cent in the second quarter of 2020-21. The first wave of COVID-19 has pushed
23 crore Indians into poverty. Thus, COVID-19 has increased the poverty rate by 15 percentage
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points in rural and nearly 20 percentage points in urban areas. After two years of the arrival of
the virus, the risk still remains high, in spite of the substantial coverage of vaccination.
In this context there is a need to document the impact of COVID-19 on the Indian Economy and
state economy of Odisha. How did the national government, monetary authority, Indian states
and Odisha respond to this crisis? How can the economy come back to the growth track? What
will be the implications for the goal to achieve a five trillion dollar economy? The conference
will discuss all issues pertaining to the COVID-19 pandemic, economy and the society. The
papers may be prepared, but not strictly limited to, under the broad sub-themes:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Impact of COVID-19 on the growth of the Indian and Odisha’s economy
Employment and livelihood
Poverty and food security
Management of the pandemic by the national, state and local governments
Fiscal management during the pandemic
Strategy for economic recovery
Implications for the environment
Health crisis
Impact on education – pre-primary to higher levels
Research and Development during COVID-19
Centre-state relations during the pandemic
Financial implications of vaccination
Public transportation
Impact on various sectors such as agriculture, industry, tourism etc.

Theme II: Innovation Systems and Inclusive Development
Innovation systems as a serious and widely-debated concept across the globe gained
prominence since the 1980s (with substantive contributions coming from Bengt-Åke Lundvall,
Christopher Freeman, Giovanni Dosi, Richard Nelson, Carlota Perez, Luc Soete, Sheila Jasanoff,
Esben Sloth Andersen, Gerald Silverberg and many more) whereby there was an intense rethink
on moving beyond a technological reductionist approach to merely increasing productivity and
efficiency of factors of production. Articles published in Science, Technology and Society (Sage),
Innovation and Development (Routledge), Technological Forecasting and Social Change
(Elsevier) and Industry and Innovation (Routledge) are fairly representative of the concerns of
this broad theme. The significance of interactions between “a set of components and the causal
relations” that impact the generation and application of innovations has been as important as
innovative performance per se. The emphasis has shifted to understanding the institutional
factors – both formal and informal – so that changes could be brought about through these at
the macro, meso and micro levels. In the developing economy context, as in India, the national,
regional/subnational and sectoral systems of innovation have been inadequately analysed
partly due to limitations of relevant official statistics on the same. The interface of innovation
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with the society is especially important to unravel if the focus is on rural areas and activities
closely linked to the rural economy and society.
Notwithstanding these limitations, there have been instances of successful interventions
whether these came through the state or the civil society or their collective initiative as an
innovative governance framework. The innovation potential of subsectors, regions and
resources (both physical and knowledge-based) remains an area of exploration as we have
limited understanding of interrelationships between diverse stakeholders of science, socialeconomy and democracy. A common concern is over innovative governance of access and use
of resources (particularly, natural) to ensure broad-basing of sustainable production,
consumption and conservation.
With this backdrop, papers expected may relate to any sector/subsector and/or space so long
as these address issues in institutional innovation in them. Case studies with or without a
comparative analytical framework would be preferred. Some of the sub-themes are indicated
as follows:
1. Interlinkages between enterprise, academia, state and society
2. Skill and knowledge gaps in traditional and modern sectors
3. Innovations in primary sectors (farming, irrigation, forestry, livestock and fisheries)
4. Informal sector and innovation in rural and urban contexts
5. Gender-responsive Innovation
6. Innovations in social and knowledge-intensive sectors (education and health)
7. Trade regulations, IPRs and standards
8. Global production networks and governance of value chains
9. Firm level innovation responding to emerging technology and market structures
10. Climate change and protecting the environment
11. Inclusive and responsible innovation

Instructions for Paper Submission
Only unpublished full papers will be accepted for the conference. The paper should be
organized under the following sections:











Title of the Paper
Name(s), institutional affiliation(s), contact number(s) and email id(s) of author(s)
An abstract of about 200-250 words
Keywords (up to 5)
JEL Classification Codes (up to 5)
Introduction
Review of literature
Objectives
Methodology
Analysis
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Findings
Summary and Conclusion
References
Appendices (if any)

The length of the paper should be limited to 8000 words including tables and references.
Papers should be typed in Times New Roman font of size 12 and line space should be kept at
1.5. Papers should be submitted only in electronic format by email. Researchers should send
their complete paper in word format to the Secretary, Orissa Economics Association, in the
email id orissaea@gmail.com

Best Paper Awards
Two best paper awards (Baidyanath Misra Best Paper Award and Prasanta Pattanaik Best
Paper Award) will be conferred on eligible author(s) to be chosen one each from a theme of
the conference during the conference based on the quality of the paper and oral presentation.
For this purpose, only the authors/co-authors below 35 years would be considered. For the
award-winning paper, in case of multiple authors, eligible co-authors will share the cash
award. Co-authors of a given paper have to specify the name of only one author who will
present the paper. Concerned applicants will have to fill up a separate application form
providing proof of age during the conference. The award carries a certificate and Rs. 10,000
cash prize and shall be presented at the valedictory session of the conference.
Important Dates






Last date for full paper submission:
Communication on the acceptance of papers:
Online registration starts:
Online registration closes:
Conference Dates:

December 31, 2021
January 10, 2022
January 15, 2022
January 31, 2022
February 12-13, 2022

(For paper presentation and participation in the conference prior registration is mandatory)

About Gangadhar Meher University, Sambalpur
Gangadhar Meher University (GMU), Sambalpur came into existence on the May 30, 2015 as a
unitary institution of higher learning. The newly formed University replaced the erstwhile
Gangadhar Meher College (Autonomous). Gangadhar Meher College, one of the oldest and the
largest in Odisha, owes its origin in 1944 to the strong initiative, determination and tireless
efforts of the people, including intellectuals and academicians, of Sambalpur and their intense
yearning for quality education. Initially known as Sambalpur College, it was later renamed in
1949 as Gangadhar Meher College after the renowned Odia poet and a worthy son of the soil.
The college was able to carve out a special niche for itself in the academic landscape of Odisha.
It started functioning as an autonomous college in 1991 and was controlled and managed by
the statutory and the non-statutory bodies as prescribed by the UGC. On the basis of its
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academic reputation, quality of institutional management and responsive administrative
structure, the autonomy of this institution was extended by the UGC. Further, the institution
was identified as the “College with potential for excellence (CPE)” by the UGC in during 200405. The institution added another feather to its cap when it was accredited by the NAAC with
an “A” grade during 2015-16 in recognition of its excellent performance. The university
provides teaching and research facilities for conducting Undergraduate, Post Graduate and
Research programmes smoothly on various subjects. This university is serving the needs of
around 5500 students at present and has been rendering services to the society at large.

About the Orissa Economics Association
The Orissa Economics Association, founded in 1968, was accorded the status of a learned
registered society by the Government of Orissa under the Societies Registration Act, 1868
bearing the number 5358/1968-69 dated 27.04.1968. It is one of the oldest regional academic
associations in the country. The Association was founded in Ravenshaw College, Cuttack by
Professor Sadasiv Mishra (first President) and a dedicated team of eminent economists,
namely, Dr. Debendra Chandra Mishra, Dr. Chakradhar Mishra, Dr. Kshetra Mohant Pattanaik,
Shri Ghana Shyam Das, Dr. Baidyanath Misra (First Secretary), Dr. Bidyadhar Mishra and Shri
Ranga Lal Agarwal. At present OEA has 701 individual life members and two institutional
members. The broad objectives of the Association are as follows: (1) To meet from time to
time to discuss economic issues of contemporary interest; (2) To impart necessary information
and expertise to the teachers of economics in Odisha with a view to improving upon the
methods and standards of teaching in economics; and (3) To stimulate research in the discipline
of economics in the state.

Address for Correspondence
Dr. Amarendra Das, Secretary, OEA
School of Humanities and Social Sciences, NISER Bhubaneswar, Jatani-752050, Khordha, Odisha,
Email: orissaea@gmail.com.
Website: orissaea.in , Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/OrissaEconomicsAssociation
https://www.youtube.com/c/OdishaEconomicAssociation
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